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Offering an artistic odyssey, the city of 
Portland, Oregon, blends a range of art and 

architectural styles, dating from thousands 

of years ago with the tribes of the Pacific 

Northwest to more contemporary offerings 

that have inspired the slogan “Keep Portland 

Weird.” A diverse destination, the city of 

roughly 600,000 people attracts a melting 

pot of individuals with varied interests and 

earnest passions. 

You’d be hard pressed to find another 

American destination with such a lengthy 

list of monikers: Rip City; Little Beirut; 

People’s Republic of Portland; Bridgetown; 

Puddletown; Stumptown; P-Town; PDX; and 

City of Roses. Art aficionados might add 

another nickname to the roster, perhaps 

“City of Art and Ambition” or “City of 

Sculpture” could define the town’s dynamic 

community. After all, Mark Rothko, the Russian-born 

Abstract Expressionist painter, lived here. And seemingly 

WAnderings: 
Art escApes in portlAnd, oregon

dozens of institutions provide art education, from the Art 

Institute of Portland to the Le Cordon Bleu College of 

Culinary Arts to a recording arts school. 

The Willamette River divides Portland across its 

east and west shores, and Burnside Street splits the city 

north and south, respectively. Artful treasures are found 

throughout each of Portland’s neighborhoods, from elite 

galleries to DIY artisan festivals and splashes of public art. 

The city’s mild climate is best from June through 

September. But, rain or shine, wandering through Portland 

is delightful. As a pedestrian-friendly city, consider touring 

by bicycle on more than 300 miles of paths or travel via 

public transportation on the light rail or street car systems. 

In Portland, art lovers have endless opportunities to 

immerse themselves in notable, prestigious collections 

while still getting acquainted with smaller galleries featur-

ing the works of emerging artists. An ideal place to begin is 

the portland Art Museum. Designed by Pietro Belluschi, 

it is the oldest museum on the West Coast, housing more 

than 40,000 works in its collection, including Native 

American, European and contemporary offerings. This 

writ ten by  Marla Ciminiin this creative city, art isn’t just easy to find — it’s everywhere you look

 Photo: Courtesy Portland Art Museum

AS
 Co

nc
er

t H
all

. P
ho

to
: P

or
tla

nd
's 

Ce
nt

er
 fo

r t
he

 A
rts



109WA    A

summer, the museum will host an exhibit exploring the 

sculptures and drawings of Allied Works Architecture, 

along with an exhibition of Native American fashion span-

ning more than 50 years. 

Located nearby, architecture buffs can admire a behind-

the-scenes look at the famed 1920s Arlene schnitzer 

concert Hall. Designed by Rapp and Rapp, the Italian 

Renaissance venue will host a range of summer perfor-

mances from Portland’s symphonic choir to NPR’s “Wait, 

Wait, Don’t Tell Me” news-quiz program to comedy 

legends Steve Martin and Martin Short, as well as Brian 

Wilson of the Beach Boys. 

A short drive away is the sustainable gerding theater 

at the Armory. Situated in the Pearl District, it’s the coun-

try’s first LEED-Platinum renovation of a performance 

hall. This summer, catch Tennessee Williams’ iconic 

Pulitzer Prize-winning play “A Streetcar Named Desire,” 

as performed by Portland Center Stage, the city’s leading 

professional theater. 

The renovation of this 1891 theater also helped revital-

ize Portland’s Pearl District, noted for an art scene that 

shines its own spotlight on thought-provoking paintings, 

sculpture and multimedia pieces from local and inter-

national artists. It’s easy to spend an afternoon at pdX 

contemporary Art, which features an array of exhibits, 

including abstract works from famed Oregon artist James 

Lavadour of the Umatilla Tribe. Nearby, the Froelick 

gallery invites guests to view pieces from Native American 

artist Rick Bartow, whose sculptures greet visitors at the 

National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, 
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 Photo: David Phelps  Gerding Theatre at the Armory  – Othello  on center stage.  Photo:  Patrick Weishampel
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Portland's exquisite museums, 
intriguing galleries and eclectic 
public works complement the 
city's dynamic and creative culi-
nary scene. Together they form 
a truly artistic Pacific Northwest 
destination.
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PDX Contemporary Art
925 NW Flanders | 503.222.0063 
pdxcontemporaryart.com

Elizabeth Leach Gallery
417 NW 9th Ave. | 503.224.0521 
elizabethleach.com

Upfor Gallery
929 NW Flanders St. | 503.227.5111 
upforgallery.com

Soltesz Fine Art
1825 NW 23rd Ave. | 971.276.9097 
solteszfineart.com

Fourteen 30
1501 SW Market St. | 503.236.1430 
fourteen30.com

Adams and Ollman
209 SW 9th Ave. | 503.724.0684 
adamsandollman.com

Portland Art Dealers Association  
padaoregon.org 

DINING
Tasty n Alder: 580 SW 12th St. 
503.621.9251 | tastynalder.com

Ox: 2225 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. 
503.284.3366 | oxpdx.com

Coquine: 6839 SE Belmont St. 
503.384.2483 | coquinepdx.com

Kachka: 720 SE Grand Ave. 
503.235.0059 | kachkapdx.com

Pok Pok: 3226 SE Division St. 
503.232.1387 | pokpokpdx.com 

Old Town Pizza & Brewing
226 NW Davis St. | 503.222.9999 
oldtownpizza.com

Salt & Straw Ice Cream 
Three locations | saltandstraw.com

YOU GO ...
EvENTS AND 
ATTRACTIONS
Portland Art Museum
1219 SW Park Ave. | 503.226.2811 
portlandartmuseum.org

Portland’s Center for the Arts
1111 SW Broadway | 503.248.4335 
portland5.com

Gerding Theater at the Armory
128 NW Eleventh Ave. | 503.445.3700  
pcs.org

Portland Japanese Garden
611 SW Kingston Ave. | 503.223.1321 
japanesegarden.com

Rose Test Garden
400 SW Kingston Ave. | 503.823.3636 
rosegardenstore.org

Portland Walking Tours
720 SE Grand Ave. | 503.235.0059 
portlandwalkingtours.com

Guide to Portland Public Art 
racc.org/public-art

Portland Biennial 2016 
July 9 – Sept. 16
disjecta.org/biennial-2016

LODGING
Hotel vintage Portland
422 SW Broadway | 503.228.1212 
hotelvintage-portland.com 

The Society Hotel
203 NW 3rd Ave. | 503.445.0444 
thesocietyhotel.com

The Nines
525 SW Morrison St. | 888.627.7208
thenines.com

GALLERIES
Froelick Gallery
714 NW Davis St. | 503.222.1142
froelickgallery.com

This page, from top left: Cycling is a way of life in Portland. a bicy-
clist admires a mural on north Mississippi avenue. | award-winning OX 
restaurant serves signature dishes, including salt-crusted heirloom tomatoes 
and argentine favorites, such as the grilled skirt steak. | Portland offers a 
thriving nightlife scene. | the newly-renovated society Hotel is a historical 
property with rooms at a variety of price points. | adams and Ollman Gallery's 
installation, Espirit. Opposite: the People's bike Library of Portland celebrates 
the city's love for bicycles. it's a functional sculpture that doubles as a unique 
bicycle rack for lenders and borrowers. 
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 Photo: travelportland.com
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Cele�ating 30 Yea�

213 E. Sherman Ave, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

(208) 667-7732  | CDAGalleries.com

30th Anniversary Show Featuring:

June 10th - Michael Cassidy Showcase

July 8th - 30th Anniversary Show

August 12th - Julius Seyler Showcase & 

           Book Signing with William Farr

September 24th - 9th annual Miniatures by the Lake Show

Michael Dudash 

Luke Frazier

David Graham

Martin Grelle

Logan Maxwell Hagege

Colt Idol

Joe Kronenberg

Chad Poppleton

Gary Lynn Roberts

Tim Shinabarger

Brett J. Smith

Andy Thomas 

Randy Van Beek 

Summer Show Lineup

“Clear Beginnings” -  30 x 24 inches

D.C. Other standout galleries include 

the contemporary elizabeth leach 

gallery; Blue sky, which specializes 

in photography; and Upfor, with an 

emphasis on digital media.

Demonstrating the city’s enthu-

siasm for creativity are its many 

art walks. First thursday has taken 

place each month since 1986. On 

the first Thursday of each month, 

downtown and Pearl District galleries 

and businesses, including the Pacific 

Northwest College of Art, debut new 

exhibitions, stay open late and throw 

a soirée. Taking place on the last 

Thursday of each month is Alberta 

Street’s art walk last thursday, 

offering openings at spaces such as 

guardino gallery and setting the 

scene for a boisterous street fair that 

attracts independent artists and per-

formers. Held year-round, the event is 

busiest during the summer, when the 

street is closed to traffic. Sandwiched 

between both, First Friday is hosted 
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by central eastside galleries, studios and alternative art 

spaces each month. AdX, a shared workshop for every-

thing from metal to textiles, is a fine place to begin.

While hopping from art district to art district, don’t 

forget to stop and take in the public works dotting the city. 

Portland’s devotion to art is both overt and subtle, and 

visitors can find information about monuments from official 

sources such as the portland public Art committee. While 

strolling downtown, it’s difficult to miss the imposing 36-foot 

Portlandia sculpture, the second-largest hammered copper 

statue in the United States (just behind the Statue of Liberty). 

It’s worth pausing to gaze skyward at its splendor. 

Close by, the city’s first public art installation is the lovely 

Versailles-inspired skidmore Fountain, designed in 1888 

by sculptor Olin Levi Warner. And downtown you can find 

the ubiquitous Benson Bubbler bronze drinking fountains. 

More than 50 of these charming gems are situated around 

downtown, with the original 1970s fountain at SW 5th and 

Washington streets.

Not surprisingly, and perhaps inspired by Mount Hood, 

nature also displays her palette. Flower gardens are a true art 

form in Portland. At the edge of downtown sits a fragrant 

oasis, the country’s oldest international rose test garden. 

Meandering through the rows of brilliantly hued blossoms — 

interspersed with unexpected artwork — is a delightful way 

to spend an afternoon. The adjacent Japanese garden offers 

more than 5 acres of rustic Zen-inspired pathways accented 

by statues, artifacts and secluded spots for meditation. The 

garden recently announced a major expansion to be designed 

by prominent Japanese architect Kengo Kuma.

The art of eating is not to be overlooked in P-Town either. 

Portland’s vibrant restaurants and bars offer inventive local 

flavors and creative choices — from food carts to stylish bis-

tros. A hotspot for breakfast, lunch and dinner, tasty n Alder 

is a fun urban eatery with a delectable farm-to-table menu and 

fresh craft cocktails. oX, a top restaurant in town, features 

the culinary virtuosity of chefs Greg Denton and Gabrielle 

Quiñónez Denton and their Argentine-inspired delights. In 

the Mount Tabor neighborhood, James Beard-nominated chef 

Katy Millard serves up seasonal fare at tiny coquine, attract-

ing guests from far and wide to sample her inventive spin on 

French cuisine. Downtown, a historic inn-turned-restaurant, 

old town pizza & Brewing, offers standard pizza-and-beer 

fare with a spooky twist. Portions of the city’s infamous 

Shanghai tunnels remain in the cellar, and some say ghosts 

remain, too. Ask nicely and you may be treated to a tour at its 

downtown location. For dessert, those who crave creatively 

sweet fusions will head to salt & straw, an ice cream shop 

with flavor combinations including pear and blue cheese, and 

strawberry honey balsamic with black pepper. 

Continue on the art-inspired path by choosing accommo-

dations in one of Portland’s many hip hotels. The boutique 

society Hotel was built in 1881 as a Mariners Building and 

completely renovated in 2013. Today, the property offers 

several rooms, including budget-friendly “bunk” style dormi-

tory rooms. the Hotel Vintage portland provides a sense of 

comfort and community, featuring local modern artwork and 

cool design elements throughout public spaces and guest 

rooms. In the heart of downtown, the nines Hotel boasts 

an art collection curated by Paige Powell, a native Oregonian 

and contemporary of Andy Warhol. Situated atop a historic 

building, the swanky hotel also features a rooftop restaurant 

overlooking the city’s bustling urban landscape.

Near the Columbia and Willamette rivers, Oregon’s 

largest city waits in the shadow of Mount Hood, inspiring 

art escapes that extend to every facet of expression.

This page, from left: the larger-than-life trompe l'oeil  mural is illuminated at night. | 
Portland's colorful outdoor street art, such as this downtown mural, enhances the city's 
neighborhoods. Photos: Jamies Francis and travelportland.com


